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the Council, and in 1671, was one of the four major generals command- 
ing the military establishment of Virginia. In 1646 he was made cap- 
tain of Fort Henry, at the modern Petersburg (situated at the falls of 
the Appomattox), and in 1658, was colonel of Charles City and Henrico 
counties. His great grandson, Peter Jones, was the founder of Peters- 
burg. General Wood was, as might be supposed, an active, enterprising 
man, aftd, as early as 1642, received a license from the General Assembly 
to make discoveries westward and southward of Virginia. Below is the 
journal of one of these expeditions conducted by Thomas Batts, Thomas 
Wood, and Robert Fallom. The first of these explorers, Thomas Batte 
(Batts,) was the son of John Batte, who was a captain at the battle of 
Adwalton in the King's army. His sister married Rev. Philip Mallory, 
a prominent minister in the colony. Thomas Wood was a son of General 
Wood and died, as the narrative shows, on the expedition. 

Rev. John Clayton, who communicated this journal to the Royal So- 
ciety of England, was minister at Jamestown from 1684-1686. 

This journal is printed in New York Coll. Documents III., 196., and 
in "The Ohio Valley in Colonial Days," pp. 220-229. 

A Journal from Virginia Beyond the Appalachian Moun- 
tains in Septr., 1671, Sent to the Koyal Society by 
Mr. Clayton, and Eead Aug. 1, 1688, Before the Said 
Society. 

1671 

Sep tr 1.' Thomas Batts, Thomas Woods, and Eobert Fallam, 
having received a commission from the Hon'ble Major General 
Wood for the finding out the ebbing and flowing Water on the 
other side of the Mountains, in order to the discovery of the 
South Sea, accompanied with Perecute, a great Man of the 
Apomatack Indians, and Jack Neasan> formerly Servant to 
Major General Wood with five horses set forward from the Apo- 
matacks Town about eight of the Clock in the morning, being 
Friday, Sepf 1 st , 1671. That day we travelled about 40 miles, 
took up our quarters, and found, that we had travelled from 
the Okenecbee path due West. 

Sep tr 2. We travelled about 45 Miles and came to our quarters 
at Sun set, and found we were to the North of the West. 

Sep tr 3. We travelled West and by South Course and about 
three o'Clock came to a great swamp a Mile and a half or two 
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Miles over, and very difficult to pass. We led our horses thro' 
and waded twice over a Eiver emptying itself into Roanoke 
River. After we were over we went North west and so came 
round and took up our quarters West this day we travelled 40 
Miles good. 

Sep r 4. We set forward and about two of the Clock arrived at 
the Sapony Indians Town. We travelled South and by West 
course till about noon, and came to the Sapony West. Here we 
were very joyfully and kindly received with firing of Guns and 
plenty of provision. We here hired a Sapony Indian to be our 
Guide towards the Totoras a nearer way than usual. 

Sep tr 5. I wot as we were ready to take horse and March from 
the Sapony's, about seven of the Clock in the morning we 
heard some guns go off from the other side of the River. They 
were seven Apomatack Indians sent by Major General Wood to 
accompany usi in our Voyage. We hence 'sent back a horse be- 
longing to M r . Thomas Wood which was tired, by a Portugal be- 
longing to Major General Wood, whom we here found. About 
eleven of the Clock we set forward and that night came to the 
Town of the Flanakaskies which we judge to be 25 Miles from 
the Sapony's and received the like or better entertainment than 
from the Sapony's., The Town lying west and by North is an 
Island on the Sapony River, rich land. 

Sep tr 6. About 11 of the Clock we set forward from the 
Flanakaskies but left M r . Thomas Wood at the Town dan- 
gerously sick of the Flux and the horse he rode on belonging 
to Major General Wood was likewise taken with the staggers 
and a failing in his hinder parts. Our course was this Day 
West and by South, and we took up our quarters West about 20 
Miles from the Town. This afternoon our horses stray'd away 
about one of the Clock. 

Sep tr 7. We set forward about three of the Clock. We had 
sight of the Mountains. We travelled 25' Miles over very hilly 
and stony Ground, our course westerly. 

Sep tr 8. We set out by sun rise, and travelled all day a west 
and by north course, about one of the Clock we came to a Tree 
mark'd in the path with a Coal MA. NE. — about four of the 
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Clock we came to the foot of the first Mountain went to the 
Top, and then came to a small descent, and so did rise again, 
and then till we came almost to the bottom was a very steep de- 
scent. We travelled all day over very Stony Rocky ground and 
after 30 Miles travell this day we came to our quarters at the 
foot of the Mountain due West. We past the Sapony Eiver 
twice this Day. 

Sep tr 9. We were stirring with the Sun and travelled West 
and after a little riding came again to the Sapony River, where it 
was very narrow, and ascended the second Mountain which wound 
up west and by South with several risings and fallings, after 
which we came to a steep descent at the foot whereof was a lovely 
descending Valley about six Miles over, with curious small ris- 
ings: indifferent good way. Our course over it was South West, 
after we were over that we came to a very steep descent at the 
foot whereof stood the Tatera Town in a very rich swamp be- 
tween a branch of the main River of Roanoke, circled about with 
Mountains, we got thither about three of the Clock, after we had 
travelled 25 Miles. Here we were exceedingly civilly enter- 
tained. Saturday night, Sunday, and Monday we staid at the 
Toteras Perecute being taken very sick of a fever and ague every 
afternoon! notwithstanding on Tuesday Morning about nine of 
the clock we resolved to leave our horses with the Toteras and 
set forward. 

Sep tr 12. We left the Town West and by North. We Travelled 
that day sometimes southerly sometimes northerly, as the path 
went over several high mountains and steep Vallies crossing 
several branches and the River Roanoke several times, all ex- 
ceedingly stony ground untill about four ©'Clock perecute being 
taken with his fit and we were very weary, we took up our 
quarters by the side of Roanoke River almost at the head of it 
at the foot of the Great Mountain. Our course was West and 
by North, having travelled 25 Miles, at the Toteras we hired 
one of their Indians for our Guide, and left one; of the 
Apomatack Indians there sick. 

Sep tr 13. In the Morning we set forward early, after we had 
travelled about three Miles we came to the foot of the great 
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Mountain, and found a very steep ascent, so that we could 
scarce keep ourselves from sliding down again. It continued for 
three Miles with small intermission of better way. Eight up by 
the Path on the left we saw the proportion of the Man 1 there 
growing very high weeds and grass about it, but nothing but 
moss on the place. When we were got up to the top of the 
Mountain and set down very weary we saw very high Moun- 
tains lying to the north and South as far as we could discern. 
Our Course up the Mountain was West and by North a very 
small descent on the other side, and as soon as over we found 
the Vallies tending westerly. It was a pleasing tho' dreadfull 
sight to see the Mountains and Hills as if piled one upon an- 
other. After we had travelled about three miles from the 
Mountains easily descending ground about 12 of the Clock we 
came to two Trees mark'd with a Coal M A. N. B., the other cut 
in with M. A. and several other scrdblements hard by a run 
just like the Swift Creek at M r . Bandolphs in Virginia, empty- 
ing itself 'sometimes westerly sometimes northerly, with curious 
meadows on each side, going forward we found rich ground but 
stony curious rising hills and brave meadows with grass above 
man's height, many Eivers running West north West and several 
runs from the Southerly Mountains, which we saw as we marched, 
which run northerly into the great Biver, After we had 
travelled about 1 Miles we came to a very steep descent where 
we found a great run, which emptied itself as we supposed into 
the great Eiver northerly our Course being as the path went, 
west south west. We set forward West and had not gone far, 
but we met again with the Eiver still broad, running West and 
by North. We went over the great run emptying itself northerly 
into the great Eiver. After we had marched about 6 Miles 
north West and by North we came to the Eiver again where it 
was much broader than at the two other places. It ran here 
west and by South and so as we suppose wound up westerly. 
Here we took up our quarters, after we had waded over, for this 

1 Whereof they had given an account it seems in a former Relation 
which I have not. (Note of Mr. Clayton..) 
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night due west. The soil the farther we went, the richer. Stony, 
full of brave meadows and old fields. 1 

Sep tr 14. We set forward before sun rise our provision being 
all spent. We travelled as the path went sometimes southerly 
sometimes northerly over good ground but stony, sometimes ris- 
ing hills, and then steep descents, as we marched in a clear place 
at the top of a hill we saw ag' us lying south West a curious 
prospect of hills like waves raised by a gentle breese of wind 
rising one after another. M r Batt supposed he saw houses: 
but I rather think them to be white Oliffs. We marched about 
20 Miles this day and about three of the Clock took up our 
quarters to see if our Indians could kill us some Deer, being 
West and by North very weary and hungry and Perecute con- 
tinuing very ill yet desirous to go forward. We came this day 
over several brave runs and hope tomorrow to see the Main 
River again. 

Sep tr . 15. Yesterday in the afternoon and this day we lived 
a dog's life hunger and Ease. Our Indians having done their 
best could kill us no meat. The deer they said were in such 
herds and the ground so dry that one or other of them would 
spy them. No remedy. About one of the Clock we set forward 
and went about 16 Miles over some exceeding good and some 
indifferent ground a West and by North course till we came to 
a great run, that empties itself west and by North, as we sup- 
pose into the great River which we hope is nigh at hand. As 
we marched we met with some wild geese, berries and exceed- 
ing large haw's, with- which we were forced to feed ourselves. 

Sep tr 16. Our Guide went from us Yesterday and we saw him 
no more till we returned to the Totems. Our Indians went a 
ranging betimes to see and kill us some Deer as Meat. One 
came and told us they heard a drum and a gun go off to the 
northward. They brought us some exceeding good grapes and 
killed two turkies, which were very welcome and with which 
we refreshed ourselves, and about ten of the Clock set forward 

'Old fields is a common expression for Land that has been Culti- 
vated by Indians and left fallow, which are generally overrun with 
what they call broome grats. (Note in the Original MSS.) 
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and after we had travelled about ten miles, one of our Indians 
killed us a Deer and presently afterwards we had sight of a 
curious River like ApamatackUiver. Its Course here was north 
and so as we suppose runs West about certain curious Mountains 
we saw westward. Here we took up our quarters our course 
having been West. We understand the Mohecan Indians did 
here formerly live. It cannot be long since for we find corn 
stalks in the ground. 

Sep tr 17. Early in the Morning we went to seek some trees 
to mark, our Indians being impatient of longer stay, by reason 
it was like to be bad weather and that it was so difficult to get 
provision. We found four Trees exceeding fit for our purpose, 
that had been half barked by our Indians, standing one after 
the other. We first proclaimed the King in these words : " Long 
live Charles the Second by the "Grace of Cod King of England, 
Scotland, France, "and Ireland and Virginia and of all the Ter- 
ritories "thereunto belonging. Defender of the Faith &c" fired 
some guns and went to the first tree which we marked thus 
with a pair of marking Irons for his sacred Majesty 
then the next thus W B for the right hon'ble Gov- 
ernor S r William Berkeley the third thus A.IV 
for the hon'ble Major General Wood the last thus 
b : R F. P for Perecute who said he would turn Englishman 
and on another tree hard by these letters one under another 
E.N. TT. NP. VEE. After we had done we went our selves 
down to the River side, but not without great difficulty it being a 
piece of very rich ground whereon the Moketans (sic) had 
formerly lived and grown up so with weeds and small prickly 
locusts and' thistles to a very great height that it was almost 
impossible to pass. It cost us hard labour to get through. When 
we came to the River side we found it better and broader than 
we expected much like James River at Col. Staggs the falls 
much like these falls, we imagined by the Water marks that 
it flows here about three feet. It was ebbing Water when we 
were here. We set up a Stick by the Water side, but found it 
ebb very slowly. Our Indians kept such a hallowing, that we 
durst not stay any longer to make farther trial. Immediately 




William and Mart Quarterly. 241 

upon our coming to our quarters, we returned homewards, and 
when we were on the Top of the hill, we turned about and saw 
over against us westerly over a certain delightfull hill a fog 
arise and a glimmering light as from Water. We suppose there 
to be a great Bay. We came to the Toteras tuesday night, 
where we found our horses well and ourselves well entertained. 
We immediately had the news of M r . Byrd and his great Com- 
pany Discovery three miles from the Toteras Town. We here 
found a Mohekan Indian who having intelligence of our coming 
were afraid it had been to fight them, and had sent him to the 
Toteras to inquire. We gave him satisfaction to the contrary 
and that we came as friends, presented him with three or four 
Shots of Powder. He told us by our Interpreter, that we had 
from the Mountains half way to the place they now lived at. 
That the next town beyond them lived upon plain level, from 
whence came abundance of Salt. That he could inform us no 
farther by reason that there were a very great company of 
Indians that lived upon the great Water. 

Sep tr 21. After very civil Entertainment, we came from the 
Toteras, and on Sunday Morning the 24 th we came to the 
Flanakaskies. We found M r Wood dead, and buried, and his 
horse likewise dead, after Civil Entertainment with firing of 
Guns at parting which is more than usual. 

Sep tr 25. On Monday morning we came from thence and 
reached to the Sapony's that night where we stayed till Wed- 
nesday. 

Sep tr 27. We came from thence, they having been very courte- 
ous to us. Af. night we came to the Apomatack Town being very 
wet and weary. 

Oct r 1. Being Sunday Morning we arrived safe at Fort Henry. 

God's Holy name be praised for our Preservation, 



